
It’s not just the tight Yorkshireman
in him that makes Tom feed nothing!

ANGLER FILE 
LAKE VIEW FISHERY

Location: 
Landyke Lane, Holwell, 

Melton Mowbray, 
Leicestershire LE14 4SX

Day tickets: 
£6; concessions £4

Website: 
www.lakeviewfi shery.com

VENUE FILE 
TOM SCHOLEY
Age: 
24
Lives: 
Sheffi eld
Sponsor: 
None
Pole: 
Preston Innovations 
GXR 3001
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Cold-weather carp Þ shing can be a really frustrating 
business at times. The challenge, as anglers, is to make a 
species that doesn’t really want to feed accept a hook bait, 

when they are actually more interested in lying dormant and doing 
very little. That said, certain anglers seem to consistently catch 
more Þ sh than others, which intimates that there is actually a lot 
more to it than just being lucky enough to drop a piece of  bait in 
front of  the odd Þ sh that is willing to have a feed.

Over the last couple of  years I have come to the conclusion 
that getting the most out of  a tough session is more about Þ nding 
the carp and presenting a hook bait to them nicely, rather than 
dumping in a load of  feed and waiting for the Þ sh to come to you. 
This in itself  makes it interesting to me. It’s like playing angling’s 
version of  hide and seek – only you never quite know if  you have 
found them until your ß oat goes under!

WHY CORN?
If  I had to choose one cold-water carp bait then it would have to be 
sweetcorn. ConÞ dence is obviously a massive part of  Þ shing, and 
corn has caught me so many Þ sh that I am happy to sit and wait 
with this bright yellow offering when I would have swapped from 
any other bait long before. 

Other anglers have similar faith in bread, maggots and even 
pellets but for me it’s corn all the way. The great thing about it is 
that you can try a grain of  corn on the hook and if  this doesn’t 

work squeeze the middle out of  it and slip a corn skin on, which falls 
through the water totally differently. It is almost like you get two 
baits for the price of  one!

LOCATION 
Working out where the carp are going to be is perhaps the most 
important place to start. Generally, in really cold weather the Þ sh 
head for the deepest and/or widest part of  any given lake, so this 
can be a good area to target. 

Although they seem to like the security given by deep water, they 
often don’t sit on the bottom, preferring the slightly warmer water 
around mid-depth, often referred to as the thermocline. 

For this reason, they can also sit under any far-bank cover if  you 
have islands to Þ sh up to, or even down the marginal shelf  if  there is 
enough depth. 

Another key thing to think about is bankside disturbance. At this 
time of  year especially, carp really shy away from noise and it can 
be worth Þ nding the quietest possible part of  the venue, as long as 
the water is deep enough to mean that the Þ sh are conÞ dent being 
there. For this reason, if  there are anglers on the bank when you 
arrive it can often pay to sit well away from them.

If  a venue hosts regular matches, it can be well worth checking 
out the results and Þ nding out where the Þ sh have been typically 
showing. Although it isn’t always the case, where the Þ sh show 
one week they will generally show the next, as long as the weather »

Tom Scholey explains how a no-feed sweetcorn approach will 
put more carp in your net.

FEED
NOTHING!
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I’m a huge fan of  eyed hooks 
and use them pretty much 
exclusively when carp Þ shing. 
They form a far stronger and 
more reliable hooklength knot 
than spade-end patterns. For 
corn Þ shing I use a B911 in size 
16 or 18, generally starting on 
the 16 and stepping up only if  
things are going really well, or if  
I’m missing a lot of  bites.

In open water or where it is 
clear that snags aren’t going 
to be a problem, I would use 
a doubled-up No5 elastic or 
Preston 9 Hollo, stepping up to 
11 Hollo or white Hydrolastic on 
snaggier pegs. A pull bung is a 
must-have accessory too, helping 
you gain control at the netting 
stage, while the soft elastic will 
stop you from getting broken on 
the initial run. 

I’ve been using pencil ß oats 
a lot lately and Þ nd Malman 
Power Pencils perfect when 
conditions are good. Their slim 
proÞ le encourages you to lower 
your hook bait and offers very 
little resistance when a Þ sh 
takes, while the thin, hollow 
bristle is highly visible, even with 
awkward shadows on the water. 

I believe that Þ sh often sit mid-
water and watch a bait, so I Þ sh 
as light a ß oat as possible with a 
strung-out shotting pattern so 
that the bait falls through the 
water as naturally as possible. 
As an aside, it can be well worth 
being vigilant when plumbing 
up because Þ sh will often betray 
their presence with liners as you 

explore the contours 
of  your peg.

It’s very important 
to make full use of  
the water available. 
I plumb up lots of  
areas as far as I can 
comfortably Þ sh and 
as far away from 
me as possible. Not 

only does this allow me to really 
explore the water, it also means 
that if  I catch a few Þ sh from 
a given spot, I am giving them 
somewhere to back off  to.

NO FEED!
I Þ rmly believe that you are best 
off  not feeding anything at all 

when carp Þ shing in the coldest 
weather. If  there are a lot of  Þ sh 
in front of  you, and you get bites 
straightaway, just catch what 
you can. The worst thing you can 
do is presume that just because 
you are on a lot of  Þ sh, you need 
to feed something. Sometimes 
this will make the Þ sh back off.

It is surprising just how tightly 
Þ sh can shoal up in cold water. 
I Þ shed a match at Barlborough 
Fisheries in Derbyshire and after 
plumbing up several swims and 
trying all of  them I was still 
biteless after two hours. By this 
point I was far from optimistic of  
my chances of  catching. One of  
my swims was in line with a tree 
on the far bank but I accidentally 
shipped out and lined my rig up 
in front of  a different tree. After 
lowering my rig in, I looked at 

doesn’t change, so past 
experience is important as well.

Another good tip is to look at 
the water’s surface. Although 
they are nowhere near as active 
as in summer, you may still see 
the occasional Þ sh roll.

TACKLE
The plus side of  Þ shing in the 
colder months is that the carp 
generally don’t Þ ght too hard 
because their metabolism will 
naturally be a lot slower. A 
further consequence of  this is 
that the Þ sh’s appetites will be 
suppressed, so they will spend 
more time inspecting your 
bait because they aren’t really 
competing for food.

For this reason, 
I am a big believer 
in using as light 
a line as possible, 
complemented with 
a light elastic to give 
me the best possible 
chance of  landing 
what I hook.

For the majority 
of  situations a 0.10mm 
hooklength is adequate, but I 
would step up to 0.12mm if  the 
peg was particularly snaggy 
or if  it was clear that the Þ sh 
were feeding well. Main line is 
generally 0.12mm or 0.14mm, 
again depending on how free 
from obstructions the peg looks.

my far-bank marker and realised 
what I had done. As I went to 
lift the rig out I found an F1 
attached! I went on to catch 
47lb from my ‘accidental’ swim, 
which was enough for me to win 
the match! 

That taught me a valuable 
lesson. The accidental swim was 
no more than Þ ve feet from the 
swim where I couldn’t muster so 
much as a bite. So, just because 
you cannot get a bite, you 
shouldn’t presume that your 
swim is devoid of  Þ sh!

The great thing about Þ shing 
corn is that if  you are still biteless 
you can drop it in places that you 
haven’t plumbed up and use the 
weight of  the bait to tell you if  
you are on the bottom or not. 

THE SESSION
I have come to Serpent Lake at 
Lake View Fishery in Melton 
Mowbray, Leicestershire. 
Although it is a venue that I have 
never Þ shed before, I am assured 
that there are a few carp to be 
caught. Even though there is a 
hard frost on the ground and 
some of  the lakes have cat ice 

THE WORST 
THING THAT 

YOU CAN DO 
IS PRESUME 
THAT YOU 

NEED TO FEED 
SOMETHING.

A tin of corn is all you
need to unlock the carp
in your local lake.

A 0.1g Power
Pencil fi ts the

bill on snake
lakes.

A squeezed corn skin
fl utters enticingly as it falls.

Plumbing up several
likely looking areas
at the start is key.
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It is surprising what you
can tempt with such a
negative feeding policy.

Using nothing more than your hook
bait is a great way to tempt fi sh

at this tricky time of year.

on them, I still fancy snaring a 
few. As there were a couple of  
pleasure anglers Þ shing nearer 
to the car park I have opted to 
Þ sh as far away from them as 
possible, at the opposite end of  
the lake. 

With an island at 13 metres, 
I have plumbed up four swims 
across in three feet of  water, and 
a further two down the margins. 
I have also plumbed up two on a 
deeper 5ft rig down the middle.

I have started with a full grain 
of  corn and taken a 2lb F1 from 
the 3ft swim straight in front of  
me on my Þ rst drop! 

That’s a great start, so I have 
gone straight back over the 
same line and two more of  a 
similar size have followed. Then, 
as I feared, no more bites are 
forthcoming. 

I have moved to my swim to 
the left, without a bite. After 
10 minutes I’ve decided to try 
to the right-hand swim instead 
and have had another bite 
immediately, suggesting that this 
is where the Þ sh have moved to. 
A 5lb carp and another F1 follow 
from this area but I have to wait 
longer and longer for bites. A 
switch to a corn skin has brought 
another F1 fairly quickly, but I 
can tell that the shoal is backing 
off  all the time. 

I have decided to rest this area 
for the time being and have a 
drop in elsewhere but with only a 
solitary 2oz skimmer to show for 
my efforts it is clear that the Þ sh 
are happiest up the shelf  to the 
right of  me.

Having rested the line for a 
good hour, I have dropped back 
in over my most productive 
area, hoping that the Þ sh have 
a boost in conÞ dence. In the last 
hour of  the session I’ve taken 
another three F1s from this spot. 
Interestingly, every single Þ sh 
has had the bait within seconds 
of  laying the rig in, proving the 
merits of  working your bait by 
lifting and dropping. 

I’ve had to work hard for my 
bites, but the reward is a nice 
net of  Þ sh that anyone would be 
proud of  at this time of  year. And 
my bait bill? The price of  about 
20 pieces of  corn!
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